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Congress it is stated that the 
n ention erit adge as a arded 

to ten o ts tota . one ere 
a arded in  or  t one 

as a arded in  eight ore in  and a na  one a arded 
in . o e o e tors estion hether an  n ention erit 
adges ere a t a  h si a  rod ed. he ans er to that is 
es the  ere. 

i e see s to ha e erased the na es o  the ten re i ients t 
re ords ro  that era sti  e ist that in a t do na e at east t o o  
the  and a third one has een identi ed thro gh his a ards and 
a ne s arti e hi h sti  e ist. ne as a o t in ashington 

C in the teens. e as a e er o  roo   and the n ention 
erit adge as the th erit adge that he had earned. e 
ent on to earn t one o  the t se en a ai a e at that ti e. 
e e a e an ag e o t in . e as se enteen ears 

o d hen he re ei ed the n ention erit adge d ring  the ee  
o   ne th  . e as one o  ten  e ers to re ei e 

erit adges that e ening and the on  one o  the ten to re ei e 
the n ention adge. e had re ei ed his ag e o t adge at 
a  hite o se ere on  in ear  . resident i son as 
s ose to in it on hi  and se era  others t as too i  that 
da  so rs. i son did the honors. 

he se ond no n na ed re i ient o  the n ention erit adge 
as an ad t o t aster ro  roo n  e  or . ee  in 
ind that s o t ad an e ent as a ai a e to o th  ad t 
e ers or an  ears  nti  . d ts o d and did earn 

and re ei e erit adges and ran s  to and in ding ag e 
o t and ere en o raged to do so  the ationa  Co n i  

in the ear  ears in order to ser e as an e a e or o ts to 
o o . he roo n o ter as  ears o d hen he re ei ed 

the n ention erit adge. e as a registered o t aster and 
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a noted he ist  o ation. e he d n ero s 
atents and on e testi ed e ore the .  re e 

Co rt as a e ert itness. he one in ention o  
his that see s to e the osest  iss e date to 

hen he re ei ed the n ention erit adge as 
or a oi  se arator. 

he third no n re i ient o  the n ention erit 
adge as a eighteen ear o d ag e o t ro  
a ette i e  e  or . 

he ore re ire ent o  earning the n ention 
erit adge as that o  had to itera  in ent 

so ething and get a atent on it. hat the 
se enteen ear o d o t in ented as a n s a  
ni or  oat and one that ad an ed o t 
o e tors o d re ogni e. n the teens there 

e isted a  ni or  oat that had a re o a e 
a se s ee e that erit adges and ran  adges 
o d e se ed to or inned to. o  o d ear 

the s ee e o er the reg ar s ee e or re o e it 
as desired to ee  o r adges ro  eing soi ed 

hi e o t in the e d. hat as his in ention. is 
atent n er as   and the atent 
as a ied or in  and a ro ed in  
et he re ei ed his n ention erit adge in ne 

. he a i ation in ded a s et h o  his 
oat in ention. is in ention as a t a  t into 
rod tion and so d  the . t is res ed 

that his adges and a ards ere orn on his 
ersona  rotot e a se ni or  s ee e”. ith 

the ad ent o  the erit adge sash in  the 
a se s ee e ni or  oat ent o t o  se a tho gh 

so e sti  e ist a ong ad an ed o e tors.

he na e o  the o ng se enteen ear o d 
in entor o  the  a se s ee e and ag e o t 

as rae e rono n ed raha  ho as 
a ood o  ashington  C. e ater arried a 

gir  ro  o edo  hio and the  had t ins in  
hi e i ing in o edo. ashington C ne s a ers in  stated 

that he as the on  o t to e er re ei e the erit adge and 
i e  e er o d e as it as a o t to e de eted ro  the ist o  
adges. hat in or ation ho e er as in orre t as ar as hi  
eing the on  re i ient. rae e a ood as ag e o t 

 in nationa   histor .

he na e o  the roo n o t aster ho re ei ed the n ention 
erit adge on to er   as rederi  . a a d r. 
e s a o nts state that he as the rst erson in roo n to 

re ei e the n ention erit adge. he night he re ei ed it at  
a giganti  Co rt o  onor in roo n  o er e h ndred erit 

adges ere gi en o t to oth o ts and ad t o ters and 
teen ad ts and o th e ers ere resented ith the ag e 
o t adge. a es . est and an eard ere in attendan e. 

eard ga e a ta  a o t ersona  eeding o nded Ci i  ar 
so diers so e ears hi e the  ere re erating hen he as 
a o . a es . est as ta en a   the sheer o e o  

erit adges that ere a arded that night and estioned i  the 
re ire ents ere  et. e ga e a s ee h and said in the 

t re it as going to get harder to earn a erit adge. t that 
ti e it a read  re ired a re ie  oard o  three ad ts and or one 
e ert in that arti ar e d to ass a gi en erit adge. 

he na e o  the a ette i e ag e o t as te hen orter. 
e oined the  at age  in  and     st 

a ter his eighteenth irthda  he had earned  o  the entire 
 origina  erit adges. hat is an a erage o  nineteen erit 

adges a ear or three ears. he ast one he needed in order to 
ha e the  a  as the n ention erit adge. e as or ing on 
three di erent in entions at that ti e in the ho e o  re ei ing the  
n ention erit adge. e as a ong the er  ear iest re i ients 
o  the gri t re  a s ithing  air ing  iation  ta ing  

ng ing  a ider  r her  and rnitho og  ird t d  erit 
adges. nd as it t rned o t he did earn the n ention erit 
adge and as one o  the ten re i ients. tho gh a e er 

o  the  in  he did not re ei e an  o  his erit adges 
in  as his na e is not isted as one o  the thirt  o ts 

ho earned the  that ear. r at east he as not redited ith 
earning an  in . te hen orter as ag e o t  in 
nationa   histor . 

Graeme T. Smallwood
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ased on the  ann a  re orts  there ere se en others 
esides the ashington C ag e o t  the roo n 

o t aster and the a ette i e  ag e o t ho re ei ed 
the n ention erit adge. he n ention erit adge o ia  
ended to er   so it is res ed the one  re i ient 
re ei ed  s e ia  er ission ro  nationa  head arters to 
ontin e or ing on it a ter to er st. here are an  

so r es in rint  that state the n ention erit adge ended 
in 1915 and others state  it ended in 1917 and the BSA itself 

otes 1915 as ell as 191 . he of ial end date as the 
rst da  of to er in 191  ith the last adge eing a arded 

in 1915. n the national ann al BSA re orts rinted in the late 
teens the  in l ded a s ar  of erit adges a arded ith 
the ears listed for ears 1911 thro gh a o t 191 . eo le ha e 

isinter reted self in l ded  those s ar  lists o er the 
ears to ean that the n ention erit adge as a aila le 

tho gh 1917 or 191  and it as not. f the s ar  had onl  
een for ears 191  and later  the n ention adge o ld not 

ha e een in l ded in the s ar  and e en tho gh one as 
a arded in 1915 it of iall  ended on to er 1st  191 . f o  
loo  at the h si al e elo ent erit adge those sa e later 
s aries sho  a ero after it for ears 1911  191  and 191  
and onl  e a arded in 191 . he  sho  a ero e a se it did 
not e ist in 1911  191  or 191  not e a se none ere earned  

t o  an read the s ar  and ass e it as a aila le  to 
earn and it as listed that a . he BSA did not differentiate 
in the s aries et een hen a adge as not earned and 

hen it did not e ist. t has a sed a lot of onf sion o er the 
ears.

he identities and stories of the re aining se en re i ients 
re ains to e redis o ered.  elie e that the identities of the 

Drawing from Patent Application For False Sleeve

Sample of BSA Produced “False Sleeve” - Front

BSA Logo From Inside of False Sleeve Pictured Above



ISCA JOURNAL - DECEMBER 2015 11

re aining se en are listed in ne s a er i ro l  aro nd the 
o ntr  that has not et een digitali ed. o  an  of the 

re aining se en re i ients ere ad lts is n no n t  g ess 
o ld e the a orit  of the . et at least one of the ten as a 

Bo  S o t nder the age of eighteen. rae e S all ood as 
ite a disting ished Bo  S o t in his da . e as resent at and 

ser ed as one of fo r agle S o t sentries at the gro nd rea ing 
ere on  of the in oln e orial in ashington C in 191 . 

ring the 191  ational BSA eeting he as also resent as 
a o ng agle S o t. here is a hoto of hi  in nifor  ith 

rnest ho son Seton  an Beard and other high ran ing 
of ials attending the eeting. rae e left ollege at the end of 
his so ho ore ear and ser ed as a Ar  of er in 191  then 
a e to oledo  hio here he as the resident of the oledo 

A to ati  e Cor oration in 1919. ro  there he e a e a 
realtor and o ed a  to ashington C here he started his 
o n realt  o an . e died rather o ng at age 9 in 19 7.

rederi  a ald had three hildren t none of the  had 
hildren. rederi s Bo   S o t ite s ha e long ago dis ersed 

to the inds of ti e. rae e S all ood also had three hildren 
and the  in t rn also had hildren.  as in onta t ith s r i ing 
fa il  e ers ho did an e tensi e sear h and fo nd none 
of rae e s S o ting e ora ilia still a ong the . Ste hen 

Sample of BSA Produced “False Sleeve” - Reverse

orter s adges are ith a distant relati e and he is f ll  a are 
of the otential signi ant al e of the olle tion and has no lan 
to sell an  art of it. 

ring the ti e that the n ention erit Badge as a aila le to 
earn hi h as again  1911 thro gh to er 1  191  it as not 
the least earned erit adge of the original ft  se en a aila le. 

ne o ld res e that the reason the n ention adge as 
sele ted for e tin tion as e a se it as the least a arded 
d ring that ti e eriod t that as not the ase. here ere 
three other erit adges a arded less ti es than the n ention 

erit adge thro gh to er 1  191 . he  in l ded Ar her  
t o a arded  the end of 191  and also Angling ishing  ith 
st fo r a arded  the end of 191 . Stal ing d ring that sa e  

ti e eriod onl  had eight a arded. he n ention erit adge 
as a arded a total of nine ti es  the end of 191  and a tenth 

ti e in 1915. he ational Co ittee on Badges  A ards and 
S o t e ire ents li el  deter ined that the n ention erit 

adge as the ost dif lt and erha s ost ostl  to earn. n 
191  the ling fee for a ne  atent as 15 and the fee to iss e 
a atent as another . 5 is not a lot toda  t it as a  
then. hen there as hate er osts o  in rred in reating 
o r in ention. here ere a total of 7  atents a lied for 

d ring 191  thro gh the . S. atent f e. res a l  eight of 
the  ere for re i ients of the n ention erit Badge. 

So do an  of the other se en n ention erit adges still e ist  
ersonall   a  ite ertain one or ore does e ist.  elief 

is that so e lo al se  so e here has one of the  in their 
atti  or ar hi e t has no l e as to hat the  ha e. r that so e 
national entit  s h as the S ithsonian  the i rar  of Congress 
or the o efeller Ar hi e has one or ore  in their ast storage 
fa ilities. So the sear h goes on. here are still se en to e fo nd 
or deter ined not to ha e s r i ed the last one h ndred ears. 

Ste hen orter s stor  has een resear hed and ritten and ill 
e lished in an o ing iss e of the SCA o rnal. t ill 

in l de hotos of all ft se en of the original 1911 era BSA erit 
adges he earned  id 191 . is n re edented ersonall  

earned Bo  S o t e ora ilia olle tion n ers nearl  
se ent  ite s  all of hi h are o er one h ndred ears old  is 
s hed led to e on dis la  at the ia onda S o ting se  
in oledo d ring Ca  ia onda s entennial ear ele ration 
in 17. ia onda is the oldest BSA a  in hio and the si th 
oldest in the nation.  

S e ial han s to Ben asner for allo ing s to hotogra h the 
alse Slee e” sed in this art le.

Requirements and Drawing from 
the 1911 Handbook


